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Yates Family Legacy



The Yates Family
4 Generation of Boom & Bust



MISSOURI TO NEW MEXICO
1907

Martin’s Westminster College golf team



MARY EMMONS YATES

Married in 1909



The Early Years
orchards, alfalfa, real estate &  a lot of promoting

Bill Dooley



MARTIN’S ANNUAL OIL BOOM
& WIZARD OF OZ MOMENT

MARTIN YATES VAN WELCH

50K ACRE STATE LEASE



ILLINOIS #3
18S-28E-Sect 32

1924

Tex Thorton, the shells that came back 

and the first state royalty check- $135



OIL IN THE BLOOD

Martin III AKA “Bitsy”, Harvey AKA “Muley”, Saint & John
Bitsy and Loco Hills, the Grayburg Jackson Field and a missed opportunity with the Empire Abo 1/3 in the old Atresia field 220MM 

BBLS/40K/DAY



YATES BROTHERS (ORRI) & YATES 
PETROLEUM (WI)

Bitsy, Saint, John & Harvey

Martin passed away in 1949



2nd & 3rd Generations

PECOS SLOPE &  DAGGER DRAW- GAS & TECHNOLOGY

256 RED BED WELLS-24K BBLS/DAY DRAW





THE YATES LEGACY
END OF AN ERA WITH JOHN’S PASSING LAST YEAR

• STUBBORN

• OPTIMISTIC

• SERENDIPITY

• ROLLS WITH THE PUNCHES/NOT ALWAYS A STRAIGHT LINE

• MORE SUCCESS THAN FAILURE

• LOVES THE GAME



5 GENERATIONS IN NEW MEXICO?
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