
On behalf of the Executive Board, I would like to begin by wishing all members, their 
families and loved ones a very Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year!  At the time of this writing, I can’t help but hope Christmas is coming early with 
near $60/barrel oil prices.  Let’s hope they stay here for a while and hope natural 
gas prices make some gains as well. 
 
What a whirlwind year this has been for IPANM!  I am honored to continue to work 
as your IPANM Board President as we turn the page from 2017 to 2018.  In the past 
few months since taking over as your president, IPANM has been advocating and 
representing your needs on many different issues.  Whether its battling new threats 
to limit access to lease land due to the Lesser Prairie Chicken protection movement 
or promoting the industry-led advances that have led to a de-
crease in methane emissions, I can tell you that IPANM has 
been on the frontlines and in the trenches.  To see our voice 
being heard makes me so proud of the efforts of our members 
and our industry. 
 
As we begin 2018, I want to continue to bring passion to our 
collective voices as independent producers.  We will begin with 
the 30-day legislative session with new ideas, new events and a 
new executive director.  We need your support now more than 
ever due to the uncertainty of the upcoming 2018 political elec-
tion.  Help us to become an even stronger voice for the inde-
pendents and the industry in the year 
ahead.  It’s a New Day at IPANM.  
 
Highest Regards- 
 
Claire Chase 
IPANM President 
2017-2018 
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Venting and Flaring Update 

On November 3, the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division re-
leased a report based on field data that indicates that methane 
emissions from oil and natural gas production in New Mexico 
have dropped by more than 50 percent over the past year 
thanks to advances in technology and changes in the way wells 
are drilled.  That report supplements recent EPA data that 
shows methane emissions in the San Juan Basin have declined 
by 47 percent over a six-year period from 2011 to 2016.  

Clearly, these reports, based on the most recent statistical data available, counter 
the long-perpetuated myth that oil and gas production is to blame for the highly-
reported methane “hot spot” found over the San Juan Basin. 

In an attempt to downplay the evidence, the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) 
pushed out a weak response in mid-November.  The EDF claims additional state 
regulations are still needed because emissions are “drastically higher” than the 
official government reports.  The EDF cites their own report as evidence.  However, 
EDF’s report is based on outdated data and computer-modeled simulations pro-
duced by environmentalists.  EDF’s claims are not supported by the latest factual 
data.   

Sandoval County Update 

 On December 14, the Sandoval County Commission voted to kill a previously ap-
proved version of a new oil and gas ordinance.  The new ordinance had contained 
some amendments added during a 5-hour long hearing on November 16 that 
could have required companies to go through a more detailed public notice 
and/or hearing process in certain "densely-populated" zones 
in Sandoval County when applying for a permit.  Had the ordi-
nance been approved on Dec. 14, a final vote for the amended 
ordinance would have occurred on January 2018.  

Thus, a potential Sandoval County Ordinance, for now, is 
dead.  But, don’t be surprised if another version begins to be 
scripted in the months ahead.  The action taken on December 
14 follows a 2-year debate and countless public comments for 
and against more restrictions on the oil and gas permit pro-
cess in the county.  Industry advocates, including NMOGA, ar-
gued an earlier version of an ordinance represented the least burdensome option 
compared to more restrictive proposals.   

IPANM continues to take "no position" on the ordinance.  IPANM strongly feels 
that any additional sort of county ordinance is not necessary due to the existing 
regulations in place that adequately protect safe water, human health and the en-
vironment.  Please feel free to send IPANM President Claire Chase 
(Claire@mec.com) or our Executive Director Jim Winchester 
(jimwinchester@ipanm.org) any comments or questions on the proceedings. 

LPC & DSL Update 

IPANM continues to be actively engaged in the latest round of Sand Dune Lizard 
(DSL) and the Lesser Prairie Chicken (LPC) potential listing decisions.  Specifically, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is in the process of reviewing a recent 
renewal petition submitted by an environmental group to list the LPC as either 
“threatened” or “endangered.”   

Currently, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) contracts with the non-profit 
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Center for Excellence (CEHMM) to work with the oil and gas in-
dustry to ensure consistent management of conservation 
efforts across jurisdictions.  Oil companies and ranchers volun-
tarily enroll in a Candidate Conservation Agreement with (or 
without) Assurances (CCA or CCAA) on lands in the Permian Ba-
sin.  The agreement(s) ensure conservation efforts on 3 million 
acres of federal, state and private lands while providing high 

degree of certainty to industry that additional restrictions will not be placed on 
legal activities if either species is listed. 

However, there has been some recent discontent between state and federal agen-
cies over the administration of the program.  Likewise, IPANM (and NMOGA) seek 
greater transparency from CEHMM to track the use of the over $15 million that 
has been contributed by the oil and gas industry to operate the program.  IPANM 
will continue to ensure that industry money is being wisely spent on conservation 
measures and habitat restoration through the program. 

IPANM is currently participating in several different work groups with industry and 
government as part of an effort to make the CCA/CCAA agreements more effective 
with the intent to keep the LPC and DSL from being listed as “threatened” or 
“endangered.”  The USFWS is expected to announce the decision on the latest list-
ing petition sometime in early 2018.  

Eddy County Tax Assessments Update 

On Monday, October 30, an outside-contracted tax assessor group called Total 
Assessment Solutions Corp (TASC) made a presentation to the Revenue Stabiliza-
tion and Tax Policy Committee in Santa Fe about their current work in Eddy Coun-
ty.  The Arkansas-based TASC was hired by the Eddy County as-
sessor’s office to survey oil and gas field locations in the county 
to audit for taxable equipment on site.  The proclaimed goal of 
TASC is to ensure the equipment is being self-reported and 
taxed by the county.  TASC promotes the use of GPS technology 
and photos to help support their findings.  Initial estimates re-
ported by TASC claim operators owe up to $300,000 in back tax-
es for equipment. 

On December 11, industry offered a rebuttal against the preliminary findings of 
the TASC presentation to the Revenue Stabilization and Tax Policy Committee in 
Santa Fe.  The NMOGA presentation included information provided in part by ex-
periences of IPANM-represented independents in Eddy County.  

IPANM-represented oil and gas companies report that TASC representatives are 
showing up at sites in Eddy County to make equipment counts.  Companies are 
then later being billed for unreported equipment taxes.  We are actively seeking to 
speak with companies who have received any written communication from the 
Eddy County assessor’s office, or TASC, on this issue.  If your company has re-
ceived any such letter, please contact Claire Chase (claire@mec.com).  Additionally, 
IPANM recommends companies in Eddy County who are audited on site by TASC 
carefully review the follow-up itemized tax bills and double-check TASC tax calcula-
tions with your accounting and legal department.  IPANM members should also 
report to us any incidents of concern involving the conduct of TASC representa-
tives towards your field employees.  

New Mexico already has one of the highest combined federal, state and local tax 
burdens on oil and gas producers of any state.   
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Spill Rule Update 
Discussion between members of IPANM, NMOGA, additional industry representa-
tives has led to final draft of developed rule updates. The new developed rule up-
date language is in the process of being submitted and will be scheduled for a 
hearing before the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission (OCC). With its ex-
pected approval, these updates should give some consistency on spill clean-ups.  

 
Horizontal Rule Update  
 
IPANM Executive Board Members are involved in several ongoing work groups on 
Horizontal Rule updates. The proposed updates would administratively expediate 
the approval process for horizontal well development in New Mexico. IPANM is 
pushing for more favorable compulsory pooling risk penalties for independents. 
 
Off Lease & Salt Water Disposal 
 
IPANM is working on developing proposed guidelines for off-lease issues that have 
arisen on state lands. The major concern is when companies use a business lease 
and what is considered "on-lease" in our day-to-day operations. Additional work 
centers around salt water disposal as it relates to off-lease disposal. 
 
Letter of Support to Delay Waste Production Rule 
 
On Nov. 6, 2017, IPANM submitted written public comments in support of a delay 
over requirements contained in the 2016 “Waste Prevention, Production Subject to 
Royalties, and Resource Conservation” Final Rule until January 17, 2019.  IPANM 
commented that the final rules are unnecessary and would cause substantial 
harm to the both New Mexico and the entire oil and gas industry.  

Energy Roadmap 

New Mexico First is wrapping up their year-long work on assembling a final Energy 
Roadmap for the updated New Mexico State Energy Plan, which was released in 
2015 by New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Department under then-Secretary 
David Martin.  IPANM represented the interests of the oil and gas industry in four 
workshops held throughout the year.  

Delaware Mountain Group Risk Area 
 
Work is currently underway with the input of IPANM members to create a more 
complete regional map to better understand the addition of a new Delaware 
Mountain Group Salt Water Disposal / Producer communication area. If you have 
wells in that area, please contact Tom Mullins at 
tom.mullins@syergyoperating.com.  

 
Legislative Session 

 
IPANM is gearing up in anticipation for the 2018 Legislative Session.  The session 
will run for 30 days from January 16 to February15, 2018.  IPANM will be actively 
lobbying legislators and make strategic public comments on behalf of our mem-
bers.  New in 2018: IPANM President Claire Chase has taken the statewide lead on 
programmatic activities at the State Capitol on Oil and Gas Day on January 31. New 
activities will include chartered school trips from across the state for students to 
visit and meet with state legislators throughout the day.  

News Briefs:  December 2017 
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Interior Department Delays Waste Production Rule; 
IPANM Provided Comment 

On December 7, 2017, the U.S. Interior Department announced it would delay the 
implementation of the 2016 “Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, 
and Resource Conservation” Rule until January 2019.  The delay allows the BLM to 
review the rule which places new regulations on methane emission.  On Nov. 6, 
2017, IPANM submitted written public comments in support of a delay over re-
quirements contained in the until January 17, 2019.  IPANM commented that the 
final rules are unnecessary and would cause substantial harm to the both New 
Mexico and the entire oil and gas industry.  

Energy Roadmap 

New Mexico First is wrapping up their year-long work on assembling a final Energy 
Roadmap for the updated New Mexico State Energy Plan, 
which was released in 2015 by Governor Martinez 
through the New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural De-
partment.  IPANM represented the interests of the oil 
and gas industry in four workshops held throughout the 
year.  New Mexico First plans to release the final imple-
mentation plan (a.k.a. the “Energy Roadmap”) in early 
2018.  IPANM will notify members when and where the 
final document is available. 

Horizontal Rule Update 

IPANM Executive Board Members are involved in several ongoing work groups on 
Horizontal Rule updates.  The proposed updates would administratively expediate 
the approval process for horizontal well development in New Mexico.  IPANM is 
pushing for more favorable compulsory pooling risk penalties for independents. 
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rule update language is in the process of being submitted and will be scheduled 
for a hearing before the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission (OCC).  With its 
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arisen on state lands.  The major concern is when companies use a business lease 
and what is considered "on-lease" in our day-to-day operations.  Additional work 
centers around salt water disposal as it relates to off-lease disposal. 

Delaware Mountain Group Risk Area 

Work is currently underway with the input of IPANM members to create a more 
complete regional map to better understand the addition of a new Delaware 
Mountain Group Salt Water Disposal / Producer communication area.  If you have 
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Dear IPANM Members, 

It’s great to be back in New Mexico!  Thank you for your early support and warm 
welcome.  Since coming on board as IPANM’s executive director in October, I’ve 
had the opportunity to meet many insightful and passionate IPANM members at 
various events, legislative hearings, conferences and working groups.  I look for-
ward to crossing paths with many more members in 2018.   

In working with the Executive Board, we’ve identified four major focus areas for 
the sustained growth and success of IPANM in the future.  It is my strongest hope 
that we exceed the expectations of our members in 2018 when it comes to 1.) 
Membership engagement, retention and growth, 2.) strong representation in the 
2018 Legislative Session, 3.) stronger Alliances with industry and trade organiza-
tions, and 4.) a successful 2018 Annual IPANM Conference from July 25 to 27.  
(See panel on left for more details.) 

I invite you to look at our updated 2018 Member Benefits Guide: A New Day at 
IPANM both to learn more of the benefits we offer our members, and help us 
spread the word to your independent oil and gas colleagues who might be inter-
ested in joining our association.  One easy way to help us solicit members is to 
insert these new, envelope-sized IPANM flyers into your regular client invoices 
and any other daily mail correspondence.  If interested, ask our Director of Opera-
tions, Pam Garlinger (pam@ipanm.org) to send you a stack of these envelope 
stuffers for your office.  Our hope is that perspective members will start receiving 
these flyers repeatedly from various members, which would both pique interest 
and represent an endorsement of our association. 

Again, thank you for your support of independent oil and gas producers of New 
Mexico! 

A Message from IPANM’s Executive Director 
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Annual Conference:  Our 
conference is our big annual 
event!  Plans are moving for-
ward for a reenergized IPANM 
Annual Conference from July 
25 to 27, 2018.  The conference 
will be held at Hotel Chaco in 
Albuquerque. Plans call for big 
name speakers and a golf 
tournament at Albuquerque 
Country Club. 

CONFERENCE 

Jim Winchester 

Executive Director 

IPANM 

The Independent, the quarterly newsletter of IPANM, has returned!  
We apologize for going dark during our executive director search 
and transition, but the newsletter is back to stay!  This edition is 
the first of several efforts we are making to improve membership 
engagement.  We hope the updated information is useful and gen-
erates your feedback and thoughts on any of ongoing efforts and 
issues that directly impact your work.  Please email either Execu-
tive Director Jim Winchester (jimwinchester@ipanm.org) or Di-
rector of Operations Pam Garlinger (pam@ipanm.org) with ques-
tions, comments or story ideas for next quarter’s edition. 

2018 

IPANM Priorities 

Strategic Alliances: The entire 
oil and gas Industry is under 
attack in New Mexico from 
activists who want to put  oper-
ators out of business.  IPANM 
is already brokering strategic 
alliances with industry-friendly 
groups to add the voice of the 
independents into a much 
louder, industry-wide chorus.  

ALLIANCES 

Annual Conference:  Our 
conference is our big annual 
event!  Plans are moving for-
ward for a reenergized IPANM 
Annual Conference from July 
25 to 27, 2018.  The conference 
will be held at Hotel Chaco in 
Albuquerque. Plans call for big 
name speakers and a golf 
tournament at Albuquerque 
Country Club. 

SESSION 

Our Members Are Our 
Strongest Asset:  With hun-
dreds of years worth of oil and 
gas experience, IPANM contin-
ues to engage our members to 
fight the challenges facing 
independents.  IPANM is also in 
the midst of a targeted recruit-
ing campaign to bring more 
members into our association. 

MEMBERS 
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IPANM is proud to hold its 18th Annual Wildlife in the Oilfield contest!  Oil 
field workers and others can win cash prizes for the best photo or video 
demonstrating wildlife adapting to manmade changes in their environment. 

In New Mexico oil fields, many species of wildlife use equipment in a produc-
tive manner, proving that man and nature coexist.  Birds will use elevated 
surfaces as foundations for nests. Many ground animals use the equipment 
for a windbreak and warmth. 

Send us your photos today!  

For more information, go to https://ipanm.org/wildlife-in-the-oilfield/. 

18th Wildlife in the Oilfield Photo Contest  

Be sure to take a 

look at our website 

at www.ipanm.org 

and check us out 

on Facebook. 
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1st Prize $1000 
2nd Prize $500 
3rd Prize $250 

IPANM announces the 18th Annual 
Wildlife in the Oilfield Photo Contest                                                       

https://ipanm.org/wildlife-in-the-oilfield/


“Tom was a supportive 

personal friend and a 

giant in the industry.  He 

will be missed.”  

IPANM Loses Founding Member Tom Dugan 

Tom Dugan November 24, 1925 - November 8, 2017 

 

We were saddened to hear that IPANM Past President 
Tom Dugan of Dugan Production Corp. passed away in 
the early morning hours of November 8, 2017.  

Tom was a founding member, past president (1986), 
and recipient of IPANM’s “Distinguished Life Award” in 
2012, and long-time supporter of independent oil and 
gas producers in New Mexico.  He was also a fixture in 
the San Juan Basin community. 

Tom Mullins, last year’s IPANM President, represented 
our association at the November 18 services honoring 
the life of Tom Dugan.  “Tom was a supportive personal 
friend and a giant in the industry.  He will be missed.” 
said Mullins. 

Many fellow IPANM members were also in 
attendance.  Dugan Production Corp. has 
been a long time corporate member of 

IPANM. 

Donations can be made to San Juan College Foundation in Memory of 
Tom Dugan for a scholarship established for the School of Energy. IPAN-
M’s Executive Board was proud to make a modest donation to the fund 
on behalf of the association.  Our continued prayers for all of Tom’s 
loved ones.  
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Ad Space Available for 

2018  

Quarterly Newsletters! 

Contact Pam Garlinger  

at pam@ipanm.org 



At IPANM, we advance and preserve the interests of independent oil and gas 

producers while educating the public to the importance of oil and gas to the 

state and all our lives. 

 

The Independent Petroleum Association of New Mexico was formed 

in 1978 by a concerned group of New Mexico independent oil and 

natural gas producers.  In the spirit of this tradition, IPANM continues 

to grow and provide the services that protect, defend and promote 

the industry that is the very foundation of our way of life. 

 

Primary Goals of IPANM 

 Educate the public about the benefits provided by our industry 

 Monitor industry issues on the state and national levels and get involved 

when necessary 

 Provide industry updates, technical education and networking opportunities 

 Challenge anti-industry groups who seek to intentionally deceive the public 
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Roswell, NM 88202- 
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