
Does APD  Fall Under the Three 
Exceptions of the Secretary’s Potash 

Order?  
 

Sec.6.e.1.a.:  APD is on a Drilling Island 
associated with a Development Area 

 
Sec.6.e.1.b.:  APD is in a Barren Area – 

NO adverse affect to Potash  
 

Sec.6.e.1.c.:  APD is  on Drilling Island 
or single well site established under 
this order by the Authorized officer,  

provided that site was jointly 
recommended by Potash and Oil 

companies. 
 

 Potash APD received 
by Adjudication  

APD is routed to 
Potash Specialist 
for initial review 

Verify Notice was 
made to affected 

parties.. 
(Sec.6.e.7.) 

Deny APD 

Notify operator 
to include 

missing parties 

3. Continue at 
proposed location 
with joint approval  
for single well site  

(Sec 6.e.1.c.) 

Notification sent to operator 
recommending the APD:  

 
1. Is moved to existing Drill Island 
2. Is moved to Barren Area 
3. Obtains joint approval for this site 
4. Is drilled from a new Drilling Island 

that has not been created yet. 

Potash 
Specialist 
Technical 

Review begins 
(Potash Memo) 

Yes 

No 

Move APD to: 
1. Existing Drilling 

Island; or 
2. Barren Area 

4. Propose new 
Drilling Island in 

which APD can be 
permitted (Sec 

6.e.1.) 

Yes 

No 

BLM Proposes a 
Development Area 

and/or a Drilling 
Island (Sec.6.e.2.a.) 

Yes No 

Hold meeting with 
all affected parties.  

Are there 
modifications and 

are protests 
unresolved? 

Notify all affected 
parties (Sec.6.e.7.) 

Operator Proposal for new 
Drilling Island and/or 

Development Area received 
by BLM (Sec. 6.e.2.a.) 

Verify Notice was 
made to affected 

parties.. 
(Sec.6.e.7.) 

Yes 

Modify  
(Sec.6.e.2.a.) 

Protest received within 30 
days (Sec.7.f.) and BLM 

finds protest to be 
substantive (Sec. 7.c.) 

BLM Team 
reviews DA/DI.  

Are there 
modifications?* 

Notify operator 
to include 

missing parties 

No 

BLM Approves and 
Establishes  Drill Island/ 

Development Area 
(Sec. 6.e.2.a.) 

Modify 
(Sec.6.e.2.a)  

Notice to 
Lessees 

(Sec. 6.e.2.b.) 

Notify all affected 
parties (Sec.6.e.7.) 

No Yes 

Operator did not 
move and APD 

can’t be approved 
at current location 

NRS Technical 
Review 

(EA/COAs) 

Fluids 
Geologist and 

Engineer 
Review 

APD 
Approval 

APD is 
Routed 

Yes 

No 

No Yes 

*6.e.(2).(d) The Authorized Officer will 
determine the appropriate designation of a 
Development Area in terms of location, 
shape, and size. In most cases, a single 
Drilling Island will be established for each 
Development Area. In establishing the 
location, shape, and size of a Development 
Area and an associated Drilling Island, the 
Authorized Officer will consider: 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(i) the appropriate location, 
shape, and size of a Development Area and 
associated Drilling Island to allow effective 
extraction of oil and gas resources while 
managing the impact on potash resources; 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(ii) the application of available oil 
and gas drilling and production technology 
in the Permian Basin; 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(iii) the applicable geology of the 
Designated Potash Area and optimal 
locations to minimize loss of potash ore 
while considering co-development of both 
resources; 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(iv) any long term exploration 
and/or mining plans provided by the potash 
industry; 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(v) whether a Barren Area may be 
the most appropriate area for a Drilling 
Island; 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(vi) the requirements of this 
Order; and 
  
6.e.(2).(d).(vii) any other relevant factors. 

Appeal for 
State Director 

Review 

Appeal for 
State Director 

Review 

Appeal for 
State Director 

Review 

Color Legend 
Red – Process Start 
Green – Approval 
Pale Green—
Optional Step At 
Applicant’s 
Discretion 

Is new Development  
Area required? 

Either the Operator or 
the BLM submits a 
proposal for New 

Drilling Island and/or 
new Development Area 

Option only 
taken as 
needed 


